
 
The purpose of this document is to establish, for the 2013-2014 CHC Hockey Season, Tier Declaration rules 

and procedures plus regular season and tournament commitments 
 

** As Approved at the June 25, 2013 CHC Meeting ** 
 

DECLARATION PROCESS 
 

** Note:  All procedures are subject to amendment to conform to New England District Declaration 
policies and procedures as approved subsequent to this document 

 
1) All teams at the Squirt through Bantam level wishing to participate in CHC Post Season State 

Tournaments must declare as either Tier 2, 3 or Open Division.  All Mite A, A-1 or B full-ice teams 
wishing to participate in CHC Post Season State Tournaments may only declare Open Division. Mite 
cross-ice teams wishing to participate in the season-ending Jamborees should declare Jamboree eligible.  
The Initial Declaration Deadline is August 1, 2013. 

 
2) All Non-Declared Midget teams must declare Major or Minor status as defined by USA Hockey.  Any 

Midget team registered as a High School team, to allow up to 25 rostered players, must also declare 
Major or Minor status.  All Non-Declared Midget teams with players born 1996 or earlier must be 
declared a Major team.  

 
3) A listing of preliminary tier declarations will be prepared for publication on August 8, 2013. 
 
4) Based on the preliminary declarations, the Tournament Committee will review each age division and tier 

to determine if preliminary conferences are required, per the described rules below.  If a division’s 
preliminary tier declarations require conferences, such preliminary conference determinations will be 
made by the Committee, and all preliminary declarations and conferences, if necessary, will be 
published not later than August 15, 2013. 

 
5) Teams should begin scheduling and playing teams that are in their declared tier, in order to help them 

assess whether they are appropriately placed.  It is this process that will ensure that the tiers end up with 
appropriately matched teams.  Any of these games played after October 1, 2013 MUST be classified as 
League games. 

 
6) The Final Declaration Deadline for Mites through Bantams is October 11, 2013. 

 
7) Organizations are limited to a maximum of one (1) team per age level in Tiers 2 & 3, no exceptions.  

Only A teams may declare Tier 2.  Only A or A1 teams may declare Tier 3.  In the Open division, 
multiple teams in an age group must be in decreasing strength (B, B1, C, C1, etc.).  Alternatively, if 
teams are the same strength then alternate designations (B Red, B White, B Blue, etc.) should be used.  
Numeric values should not be used for balanced teams and alternate designations should not be used for 
decreasing teams. 

 
8) The Tournament Committee reserves the right to review all final tier declarations and, after discussion 

with program Presidents, make adjustments to those declarations. 
 
9) All final declarations will be published on October 21, 2013. **CHC League Games played before the 

final tier declaration deadline will count towards final standings if both teams playing declare in the 
same tier.**   

 



10) Once final declarations have been posted, it is the responsibility of each and every program to make 
reasonable accommodations for any scheduling changes required by team movement between 
preliminary and final declarations.  Any disputes between programs regarding such scheduling changes 
should first be addressed between the programs involved.  If no reasonable accommodation can be 
reached, either program can bring the dispute to the appropriate Division Director.  The Division 
Director, in conference with the Tournament Committee, will mediate a suitable resolution to the issue, 
including declaring previously played games as League games to fulfill the requirements. 

 
11) Any team that does not make the necessary accommodations to their schedule to play all required games 

against any Tier opponent, after completing the process described above, will have failed to meet the 
requirements to be eligible for State Tournament play, and will therefore be excluded from consideration 
for the State Tournament.  There will be no exceptions to this obligation. 

 
TIER AND CONFERENCE DETERMINATION PROCESS 

 
12) The CHC Regular Season will begin October 4, 2013.  All USA Hockey sanctioned games will begin 

counting toward tournament eligibility on September 1, 2013.  The CHC Tier 2 Midget season will 
begin, and games will begin counting towards tournament eligibility, on Friday, August 16, 2013. 

 
13) The CHC Regular Season will end on February16, 2014.  All Make-Up games must be played by 

February 16, 2014 unless there are weather related issues the final weekend of the regular season.  There 
will be no exceptions.   The CHC Regular Tier 2 Midget season will end on Sunday, November 3, 2014. 

14) Any Program that has declared teams at the Tier 2 or Tier 3 level MUST BE in Good Standing with 
CHC at the end of the CHC Season in order for those declarations to be valid.  Tier 2 and/or Tier 3 
Teams from programs not in Good Standing at the end of the CHC Season shall be excluded from 
tournament play in the 2013-2014 Tournament Season. 

 
15) In order to be eligible for Tournament play, each CHC Programs must have paid, at a minimum, the 

required Tournament Deposit of $500 per declared team to CHC prior to the start of the Tournament 
season.  If a Program has not paid their deposit, NO team from that Program will be allowed to 
compete in any tournaments. 

 
16) Tier and Conference formats – Tier 2 

a) If 14 or fewer teams declare Tier 2, the Tier 2 Tournament will be strictly limited to an 8-team 
maximum.  If more than 8 teams declare Tier 2, the teams finishing below eighth (8) in the standings 
will be eliminated based upon regular season record and will not have a CHC post season tournament in 
which to participate.  

b) If 15 or more teams declare Tier 2, the Tournament Committee shall divide the division into regional 
conferences. The composition of the conferences will be determined by the committee and will be based 
both on regional and competitive factors.  Each division subject to regionalization shall be looked at on 
an individual basis (i.e. a Squirt Tier 2 Conference may consist of different teams than a Peewee Tier 3 
Conference). If the conference format is used, each Conference Semi-Final Winner will advance to the 
Division Semi-Final in crossover format. There will be no conference final game played.  A total of 12 
teams, or the top 6 in each Conference, shall advance to the Tier 2 Tournament.   
Teams that finish below 6th in their conference will be eliminated based upon regular season record and 
will not have a CHC post season tournament in which to participate. 

 
 
 
 
 



17) Required Tier Games 
a) All Tier 2 teams will be mandated to play all other Tier 2 teams twice during the regular season and the 

tournament will be seeded based upon regular season records.  Ties will be broken using the USA 
Hockey tournament tie-breaking rules as published in the USA Hockey Annual Guide. 

b) If the conference format is employed, teams will be required to play each team within their conference 
in a home and home series.  Teams will also be required to play each team of the opposite conference 
once, with the home team determined by the committee.  If the resulting conferences consist of more 
than 8 teams, only the two home-and-home games against teams within their conference will be 
required.   

 
18) A: The Tier 2 Squirt Winner and Runner-Up will be required to represent CT @ the Tier 2 Regional 

Tournament.  
 B: The Tier 2 Peewee Winner and Runner-Up will be required to represent CT @ the Tier 2 Regional 

Tournament. 
 C: The Tier 2 Bantam Winner will be required to represent CT at the Tier 2 National Tournament. 
  Tier 2 Bantam Runner-Up will be required to represent CT at the Northeast Sectional 
  Tournament. 
 D: All of the above subject to change. 
 

19) Tier and Conference Formats – Tier 3 
a) If 12 or fewer teams declare Tier 3, the Tier 3 Tournament will be strictly limited to an 8-team 

maximum.  If more than 8 teams declare Tier 3, the teams finishing below eighth (8) in the standings 
will be eliminated based upon regular season record and will not have a CHC post season tournament in 
which to participate. 

b) If 13 to 14 teams declare Tier 3, the Tier 3 Tournament will still be limited to an 8-team maximum.  
Teams in positions 7 through 10 will participate in a play-in series to determine the final two spots in the 
tournament as follows: 
i) The team in 7th position will play the team in 10th position in a home-and-home series.  If a third 

game is required to determine the winner, it will take place on neutral ice, to be provided by CHC. 
ii) The team in 8th position will play the team in 9th position in a home-and-home series.  If a third 

game is required to determine the winner, it will take place on neutral ice, to be provided by CHC. 
iii) The winners of the two play-in series will be seeded into the Tier 3 tournament based on their initial 

seeding going into the play-ins. 
c) If 15 to 18 teams declare Tier 3, the Tournament Committee shall divide the division into regional 

conferences.  The composition of the conferences will be determined by the committee and will be 
based both on regional and competitive factors.  Each division subject to regionalization shall be looked 
at on an individual basis (i.e. a Squirt Tier 2 Conference may consist of different teams than a Peewee 
Tier 3 Conference). If the conference format is used, each Conference Semi-Final Winners will advance 
to the Division Semi-Final in crossover format. There will be no conference final game played. A total 
of 12 teams, or the top 6 in each Conference, shall advance to the Tier 3 Tournament. 
Teams that finish below 6th in their conference will be eliminated based upon regular season record and 
will not have a CHC post season tournament in which to participate. 

d) If more than 18 teams declare Tier 3, the regional conference format will be used, with the addition of 
the play-in series, as follows: 
i) The top 4 teams in each Conference advance automatically to the 12 team tournament. 
ii) The teams in position 5-8 in each conference will play in as follows: 

(1) The team in 5th position in a conference will play the team in 8th position in a home-and-home 
series.  If a third game is required to determine the winner, it will take place on neutral ice, to be 
provided by CHC. 

(2) The team in 6th position will play the team in 7th position in a home-and-home series.  If a third 
game is required to determine the winner, it will take place on neutral ice, to be provided by 
CHC. 



(3) The winners of the two play-in series will be seeded into the Tier 3 tournament based on their 
initial seeding going into the play-ins. 

 
20) Required Tier Games 

a) All Tier 3 teams will be mandated to play all other Tier 3 teams twice during the regular season and the 
tournament will be seeded based upon regular season records.  Ties will be broken using the USA 
Hockey tournament tie-breaking rules as published in the USA Hockey Annual Guide. 

b) If the conference format is employed, teams will be required to play each team within their conference 
in a home and home series.  Teams will also be required to play each team of the opposite conference 
once, with the home team determined by the committee.  If the resulting conferences consist of more 
than 8 teams,  only the two home-and-home games against teams within their conference will be 
required  

 
21) Tier 3 State Tournament winners in Squirt, Peewee and Bantam divisions will be required to represent 

CT in the Northeast Tier 3 Sectional Tournament.  This is subject to change. 
 
22) Teams which declare in Open Divisions will be broken up into four regions by the Tournament 

Committee.  Regions may vary from age group to age group, based on the number of teams in each age 
division.  All teams who wish to participate in the Open Division tournaments must play a minimum of 
10 games vs. Open Division declared opponents to be eligible for tournament play.  As part of those 10 
games, each team must play at least two teams from each of the regions, in order to help the Committee 
establish competitive balance in the end of season tournaments. 

 
23) As in past years, all Open Divisions will be broken into 8-team tournaments based upon regular season 

records vs. other Open Division teams, with secondary consideration given to geography.  All Open 
Division declared teams will have a tournament slot guaranteed to them.  All Open Division declared 
teams MUST participate in their scheduled state tournament.  There will be NO FORFEITS ALLOWED 
in the Open Division state tournaments.  Member organizations whose teams do not play all scheduled 
tournament games will be penalized.  The penalty will be the forfeiture of Tournament fees and the ban 
of ALL teams, in the offending organization(s), from tournament play the following season.  

 
24) Organizations will be given the opportunity to opt-out of a tournament declaration prior to November 

30, 2012.  Opt-outs will be limited to one per organization every other year and will carry a financial 
penalty of forfeiture of the entire tournament fee for the team dropping out.   If, prior to December 7, 
2013, an Open Division Bantam team withdraws from competition solely due to its being disbanded as a 
result of excessive player movement to High School, then no fine shall be levied against a member 
Program for said Bantam team’s withdrawal from the Open Division.  

 
25) CHC Tier 2 & 3 post season tournaments will begin on Wednesday February 26, 2014 and will continue 

through Sunday March 16, 2014.  CHC Open Division post season tournaments will begin Wednesday, 
February 19, 2014 and will continue through Sunday March 16, 2014.   The Mite Jamboree(s) will be 
held on the weekend of March 22 & 23, 2014.  Teams can expect to play their tournament games 
anytime between those dates.  As in 2013, all open division teams from one age group will play on the 
same weekend(s), to be announced in October.  CHC Tier 2 Midget teams can expect their tournament 
to be played the weekend of November 8, 2013. 


